
REPLY BY THE PRESIDENT OF  
THE COMMITTEE FOR HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 

TO QUESTIONS POSED BY DEPUTY ST PIER PURSUANT TO RULE 14 OF THE  
RULES OF PROCEDURE 

 
 

1. Following the publication of the Hughes Report (The Hughes Report: Options for 
redress for those harmed by valproate and pelvic mesh 
(patientsafetycommissioner.org.uk)) by the Patient Safety Commissioner on 7th 
February 2024 (with recommendations for redress to those who suffered harm by 
valproate or pelvic mesh), how many individuals in Guernsey or Alderney does the 
Committee believe may be in this category? 
 

Health & Social Care has not found any reference to sodium valproate effects on unborn 
children or pelvic mesh repair erosion within its incident and complaints reporting database. 
The Medical Specialist Group (MSG) have also advised that they have not been able to 
identify any cases arising from the two treatments. On this basis, the Committee is not 
aware that there are any individuals who have suffered harm from either valproate or pelvic 
mesh in Guernsey or Alderney. 
 
2. Will the Committee undertake to give consideration to the recommendations in the 

Report and report back to the States by way of Statement or Policy Letter on their 
conclusions? 

 
The Committee notes the recommendations of the Hughes Report, but given that it is not 
presently aware of any individuals in Guernsey or Alderney who were harmed by these 
treatments, it does not believe that they are immediately relevant. However, should a case 
of harm arise locally the Committee would revisit and consider these recommendations. It is 
worth noting that any use of either product in Guernsey or Alderney would have been under 
the terms of its approval in the UK, and it may therefore be necessary to explore whether it 
would be more appropriate that an individual seek redress under the system outlined in the 
Hughes Report should any such cases arise. 
 
Date of receipt of questions: 4th March 2024 
Date of response: 19th March 2024 
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